
Notice of Available Funding for WAV Volunteers  
To Carry Out Nutrient Monitoring in Streams 

 
The Water Action Volunteers (WAV) Stream Monitoring Program has a limited amount of funds available to allocate to 
active WAV citizen monitoring and/or WAV monitoring groups to allow these individuals and/or groups to obtain total 
phosphorus monitoring data at select stream monitoring sites during the 2020 monitoring season. This year, funding is 
open for volunteers to monitor at biologist-selected sites as well as in designated watersheds.  
  
We are prioritizing watersheds that are under an approved “9-Key Element Watershed Plan,” or where active TMDL 
development or implementation activities are underway. Please see the maps included in the application materials for 
more information on recommended watersheds. Groups/individuals that are able to provide their own funding for 
monitoring are encouraged to do so and will still receive support and training from WAV staff. To allow all interested 
individuals and groups the chance to use the available funds, a short applications process has been developed that allows 
WAV and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) staff to review potential sites to be monitored, and assess if 
nutrient data are needed at the site(s). 
 
Background: Phosphorus is a nutrient found at high levels in many Wisconsin lakes, where is can trigger excess algae, plant 
growth, and fish kills. High levels of phosphorus can also affect streams, which deliver phosphorus directly to lakes. 
Phosphorus enters streams attached to soil particles that erode from farm fields, construction site, and other disturbed 
lands. Its impact in streams is less apparent than in lakes due to their movement, but in some quiet areas, the settling of 
sediment can result in algae blooms and reduced biological habitat. Many efforts are underway to reduce the amount of 
phosphorus and other excess nutrients reaching our waterways. WAV volunteers can contribute to the effort by collecting 
data to help guide management efforts and document improvements over time.  
 
The Role of Volunteer Monitors: To assess stream, WAV volunteers can collect water samples to be analyzed for nutrient 
(primarily total phosphorus) concentrations at the Wisconsin State Lab of Hygiene during the growing season. A specific 
monitoring schedule (described in brief below) must be followed. Nutrient data will be assessed by DNR staff to determine 
future needs at the site. 
 
Monitoring Description: Following DNR methods, four to six nutrient water samples must be collected at each site – one 
per month for four to six months between May and October 2020. Samples must be collected approximately 30 days apart 
and no samples can be collected within 15 days of one another. WAV staff will provide selected volunteers and/or groups 
with all the necessary training and monitoring supplies to conduct the monitoring prior to the start of the season. All 
individuals who will participate in the monitoring program must attend a one to two-hour training located within a 
reasonable distance of their homes to participate in the monitoring. No exceptions will be made to this requirement.  
 
Eligibility for Funding: Individuals who participated in WAV Stream Monitoring in prior seasons are encouraged to apply. 
Applicants who have not had experience with the WAV program will be considered on an individual basis for eligibility. 
 
How to Apply: Complete the 2020 Nutrient Monitoring Application. 
 
Requirements if Funded: Individuals and groups that are funded to carry out nutrient monitoring must sample at the 
funded site on the defined monthly schedule from May to October and ship the samples on ice to the Wisconsin State Lab 
of Hygiene as soon as possible after monitoring. In addition, at least one photo of each site should be submitted to WAV 
staff for inclusion in the DNR SWIMS database. (Awardees are more than welcome to submit multiple photos and include 
pictures of volunteers in action if they’d like.)  
 
Questions? Questions may be directed to WAV Special Projects Coordinator Ilana Haimes at ilana.haimes@wisconsin.gov. 
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